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We are excited to introduce the fabulous  

teachers and staff who make PCA  
 
 

 
 

God has been moving at PCA this summer and creating  
new and exciting opportunities for us and our students.  

Part of our excitement has been the addition of wonderful  
educators who have been a huge blessing to us already.  

 
Our teachers love the Lord, are highly credentialed,  
and have a gift for nurturing and inspiring children.  

They also bring a wealth of knowledge and experience  
in the field of education to PCA.  

 
Here’s a sneak peak at who they are… 

 
 

Dr. Julia Elliott 
Head of School 

such a great place to call home. 
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Administration 

Mrs. Jean Osman, Preschool & Administra-

tive Director 

Mrs. Jean Osman has been at PCA for over 

30 years. Throughout her tenure at the 

school, She has served in multiple capaci-

ties, including preschool director, acting 

principal, and school administrator. Mrs. 

Osman is degreed in Elementary Education. 

She began her relationship with PCA as a 

parent, then transitioned into a teaching 

position, and later into administration, 

where she currently serves. Her attention 

to detail, strong administrative skills, and 

wealth of knowledge have been a huge 

blessing to the PCA staff.   

Mrs. Osman has dedicated her life to edu-

cating children in a Christ-centered, fun, 

and nurturing manner.  Born and raised in 

Hialeah, Florida, she has been married for 

39 years and has two children and 5 grand-

children. Her favorite Bible verse is He-

brews 13:8. 

Dr. Julia Elliott, Head of School  

Dr. Julia Elliott has been our Head of School for 

three years. In addition to being experienced in 

Christian school administration, she is also an ex-

perienced classroom teacher and technology/

library media specialist.  

Dr. Elliott currently serves on the Association of 

Christian Schools International (ACSI) Accredita-

tion Commission for the State of Florida. She has 

also served as District Representative for ACSI in 

Dade and Broward Counties, chaired numerous 

AdvancedEd and ACSI accreditation teams, and 

served as Vice President for the Foreign Language 

Council in Jacksonville. She received a Bachelor’s 

Degree in Elementary Education and a Master of 

Education in Educational Leadership from the Uni-

versity of North Florida, as well as a Specialist de-

gree in Information Studies from Florida State 

University. She later earned her doctorate degree 

from Liberty University in Educational Leadership. 

Born to missionaries, Dr. Elliott spent her early 

years in Tours, France; Ivory Coast, West Africa; 

and French Guiana, South America.  She came to 

the US when she started college.  She is married 

to her husband, Kevin, for almost 30 years. To-

gether, they have one child, Christopher, who will 

be entering 3rd grade at PCA.    
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Administration 

 

Ms. Tiffany Gumbel, Finance Director 

Ms. Tiffany Gumbel serves as PCA’s finance 

director with a Master’s degree in Business 

Administration, an undergraduate degree in 

Accounting with a concentration in Finance, 

and an extensive background in her field.  

She began as a tax auditor for the Internal 

Revenue Service and later moved into the 

private sector.  

In 2013, Ms. Gumbel's family moved to Davie 

and her three children began attending PCA. 

They have now all graduated and attend high 

school. Ms. Gumbel was an active member of 

our Parent Club, has coached girls soccer, and 

has also served in many other volunteer roles 

at PCA. 

Ms. Gumbel is passionate about God and 

family, and is grateful to be part of a school 

guiding children to reach their God potential. 

 

Ms. Jennifer Robinson, Academic Dean &     

Discipline 

Ms. Jennifer Robinson has 37 years of experi-

ence working as an educator in a variety of pub-

lic and private settings with diverse student 

populations from birth through high school. 

Throughout her career in education, she has 

served as a guidance counselor, classroom 

teacher, summer camp director, interim assis-

tant principal, Math Olympics chairperson, 

Spelling Bee coordinator, curriculum director, 

and academic dean. 

She holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Psy-

chology and Education from Trinity Internation-

al University. During her career she received 

Guidance Counselor of the year (1984) at Eight 

Mile Rock High School, Teacher of the Year 

(1989) at Horeb Christian School, and Teacher 

of the Year (2011) at Citrus Park Christian 

School.  

She has a daughter, Jessenia, who works in 

health care and also attended PCA.  
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Administration 

 

Ms. Jeralin Felipe, Admissions Director 

Ms. Jeralin Felipe has been part of the ad-

ministrative team at PCA since 2009 and 

the Director of Admissions since 2013.  

Her role oversees all aspects of admissions 

and student enrollment.  

Ms. Felipe received a diploma in Homeopa-

thy. Her daughter, Bianca, attended PCA 

since she was two-years-old and is now en-

tering her second year of high school in Fort 

Lauderdale.  

 

Mrs. Nicole Rodriguez, Administrative As-

sistant 

Nicole Rodriguez has been at PCA for al-

most two years after almost 11 years at the 

Nova Southeastern University Shepard 

Broad College of Law where she served as 

the Building Operations/Facilities Manager. 

She has a Bachelor's degree in Business Ad-

ministration with additional educational 

experience in Early Childhood and Pre-

school Education. 

 

Nicole is happily married to her husband, 

Chris, of ten years, and together they have 

two children, Sophia and Cameron, who 

both attend PCA. With a passion for minis-

try, Nicole and her family have been attend-

ing Potential Church since 2008. 
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Administration 

 

Mrs. Eileen Trimble, Assistant to the Head 

of School, Communications, MS Electives 

Teacher 

Mrs. Eileen Trimble is responsible for the 

day-to-day assistance of the administrative 

office. She also handles communications, 

design, website, and general marketing.   

Mrs. Trimble holds a BS degree in Commu-

nications from the University of Miami, with 

a double major in Broadcast Journalism and 

Psychology. She has also taken Masters lev-

el courses in business administration and 

pastoral counseling. She worked many 

years in the media and PR industry before 

finding her calling in ministry. She started 

serving at Potential Church in 2009, worked 

for the church full-time for four years, and 

returned to PCA in 2016.  

Mrs. Trimble is married to her husband, 

Kenneth, and together they have four chil-

dren, two of which have been attending 

PCA for eight years.  

 

Mrs. Marilyn Iglesias, Human Resources, 

Registrar, and IT  

Mrs. Marilyn Iglesias has been on staff at PCA 

for over 20 years. Throughout the years, Mrs. 

Iglesias has led numerous roles, including hu-

man resources director, registrar, IT manager, 

substitute teacher coordinator, and many 

others. 

Mrs. Iglesias manages the day-to-day respon-

sibilities of the human resources department, 

serves as lead registrar, handles IT issues, and 

also runs the IT at chapels and other PCA per-

formances. 

She has been married to her husband, Jose, 

for 35 years, and together they have two chil-

dren: Joey, who is an officer in the Navy, and 

Kristen, who recently graduated from law 

school at NYU and is now an attorney in New 

York. Both children are PCA alumni.  
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Administration 

 

Ms. Barbie Moreira, Receptionist  

Ms. Barbie Moreira joined PCA last year as 

the school’s receptionist after having worked 

in adult education for over 25 years.  

She is also an active and loyal volunteer at 

Potential Church, where she serves as a lead-

er in the First Impressions ministry. 

In her spare time, Barbie leads a women's 

Bible study at her home.  She is the proud 

mother of three adult children and two young 

grandchildren.  
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Support Staff 

 

Mrs. Christina Longo, Pediatric Speech Lan-

guage Pathologist, Math and Reading Pull-Outs 

Mrs. Christina Longo joined PCA two years ago 

as a Pediatric Speech Language Pathologist. She 

is a graduate from Nova Southeastern Universi-

ty with a Bachelors of Science degree in Psy-

chology and Communication Science, and a 

Masters of Science in Speech-Language Pathol-

ogy (SLP).  

She has 10 years of experience in both medical 

and clinical settings. Seven of those years have 

been devoted to strengthening her skills in pe-

diatric intervention.  

She maintains national certification of clinical 

competence through the American Speech- 

Language-Hearing Association and is a certified 

SLP Early Steps provider for the state of Florida.  

Mrs. Longo has experience as a guest lecturer 

at the university level to teach about the devel-

opment of speech and language, as well as the 

role of a SLP in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 

(NICU).  

She is married and has three young children. 

 

Mr. Brian Combs, Security Officer, Strong 

Line Security Services 

Mr. Brian Combs is an experienced security 

officer with over five years in the field. He 

has been working at PCA for three years, 

and is in charge of all security matters, en-

suring the safety and protection of our stu-

dents and staff. 

Born and raised in South Florida, he was 

blessed to marry his high school sweet-

heart, Angela. They have been married for 

23 years and have three children: Jessica, 

Joshua, and Jackson.  
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Preschool Teachers 

 

Ms. Lola Siewdass Mitchell, K1 

Ms. Siewdass has been teaching K1 at 

PCA for four years. She has been a mem-

ber of Potential Church since 2008, and 

also serves in the First Impressions minis-

try. Her daughter,  Jaela Skye, also 

attends PCA.  

She is passionate about teaching young 

children about the love of Christ, and is 

known for her warmth and dedication to 

each of her students.  
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Preschool Teachers 

 

Mrs. Ry’Ann Sterban, K1 

Mrs. Ry’Ann Sterban joined PCA last school 

year as a preschool teacher assistant, and 

returns this year to teach K1 again. 

Originally from Nashville, Tennessee, Mrs. 

Sterban and her husband, Pastor Tyler, 

moved to South Florida over a year ago. She 

has worked in childcare for over six years 

and has been in ministry since she was 18 

years old. Along with her husband, she is 

also a youth pastor at Potential Church.  

Mrs. Sterban has been married for six years 

and has two young daughters who also 

attend PCA.  

 

Ms. Jamiee Almazan, K1 

Ms. Jamiee Almzan has been working at Po-

tential Christian Academy for two years. 

She has been attending Potential Church for 

the past 19 years, helping in different areas 

of ministry. 

Ms. Almazan is in the process of earning a 

degree in occupational therapy. She loves 

working with children and helping them 

reach their God potential.  
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Preschool Teachers 

 

Ms. Marie Weekley, K2 

Ms. Marie Weekley joined PCA last year as 

a preschool teacher with a CDA credential 

and a love for teaching young children.  

Earlier in her career, she worked at State 

Farm Insurance for seven years. Later, she 

earned a Medical Assistant degree and 

worked for a dermatologist before deciding 

to pursue a degree in preschool education.  

Ms. Weekley has a 13-year-old son. She 

loves travelling with him as he participates 

in the sport of rodeo. She also has several 

nieces and nephews; they all enjoy spend-

ing quality time together.  

 

Mrs. Krissi Okegbola, K2   

Mrs. Okegbola has been a preschool teach-

er at PCA since 2017. She is a graduate of 

Florida Atlantic University with a Bachelor 

degree in Health Service Administration and 

minor in Business Administration.  

She is excited to teach K2 again and share 

her love of learning with the students. 

Mrs. Okegbola is a wife and mother of four. 

She also has one grandchild.  
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Preschool Teachers 

 

Mrs. Nina Lopez, K2 

Ms. Nina Lopez has been with PCA since last 

school year. She served as a kindergarten 

teacher assistant and loved the experience.  

This year, she will be transitioning to K2 to 

work with our preschool program. Mrs. 

Lopez has a passion for ministry and young 

children. She is excited to combine these 

two areas and impart her love for Christ to 

the students. 

Mrs. Lopez is also very involved at Potential 

Church where she serves in the missions 

ministry. She has travelled to impoverished 

countries on multiple mission trips to help 

the less fortunate.  

She is married and has two young children 

who have attended PCA for the past three 

years.  

 

Mrs. Evie Irizarry, K2 

Mrs. Evie Irizarry is a self-motivated and 

progress-driven K2 teacher. She began 

working at PCA last year as a K1 teacher, 

and is excited about working with K2 stu-

dents this school year.  

Mrs. Irizarry is a high level volunteer at Po-

tential Church since 2014. She has a passion 

to serve others and keep God at the center 

of her life.  

Mrs. Irizarry is married to her husband, Ber-

nie, who also serves each weekend at Po-

tential Church as a lead guitarist. Together, 

they have one son, Benjamin, who attends 

PCA and will be entering middle school this 

year.  



 13 

Preschool Teachers 

 

 

Mrs. Linda Rodriguez, K3 

Mrs. Rodriguez has been teaching for 25 

years, and has been a preschool teacher at 

PCA since 2006. She holds a Child Develop-

ment Associate credential and a National 

Child Development Associate credential. 

Her passion is to educate children in a nur-

turing, loving, and safe environment so they 

could reach their God potential. She be-

lieves that each child is a unique creation 

from God.  

Mrs. Rodriguez has been happily married to 

her husband, Randy, for 28 years. Together, 

they have one daughter, Priscilla, and one 

grandson.  

 

 

Mrs. Janet Yera, K3 

Mrs. Yera has been teaching preschool at 

PCA for the past 10 years. She holds a Child 

Development Associate certificate, as well 

as an Associate degree in Early Childhood 

Development. 

She and her husband, Juan Carlos, have 

three wonderful children who also attend 

PCA. Christian education is a major part of 

her family’s life, and she is devoted to shap-

ing young minds in the name of Jesus 

Christ.  
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Preschool Teachers 

 

 

Mrs. Carolina Calbo, K4 

Mrs. Calbo has taught preschool for 16 

years, 13 of which have been at PCA. She is 

also the aftercare director and PCA Summer 

Camp director.   

She holds a CDA credential and is passion-

ate about nurturing future generations and 

teaching them about Jesus Christ.  

Mrs. Calbo has been married for 20 years to 

her husband, Rob, and has three wonderful 

children who have all graduated from PCA 

with high honors. Her son is starting college 

in Georgia this fall, and the two younger 

daughters are in high school.  

 

 

Mrs. Sandy Lips, K3 

Mrs. Sandy Lips is a returning preschool 

teacher at PCA. She has taught preschool 

for 17 years and is devoted to instilling a 

love of Christ to her students.  

Mrs. Lips has dedicated countless hours to 

producing chapel plays, as well as music, 

health, and science fairs for the school.  

Originally from North Carolina, she moved 

to South Florida as a child and studied at 

Miami Christian College and Moody Bible 

Institute. Prior to becoming a preschool 

teacher, Mrs. Lips was a professional studio 

photographer. 

She has been married to her husband, Al-

len, for 47 years, and has two daughters 

and four grandchildren.  
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Preschool Teachers 

 

 

Mrs. Diane Buck, K4 

Mrs. Diane Buck has been a teacher for 

over 30 years in early childhood education. 

It has always been important to her to 

teach in a Christian School so that she can 

openly share her love of Jesus with her stu-

dents. 

Mrs. Buck attends Potential Church along 

with her family. She serves on the missions 

team, the pastoral care team, and served as 

a teacher for Kids Camp 2018 and 2019 .  

She is very excited to continue teaching and 

getting to know her students this school 

year. 



 16 

Elementary Teachers 

 

 

Mrs. Paula Mackey, Kindergarten  

Mrs. Paula Mackey has been teaching at PCA 

for the past 18 years. She holds a BS degree in 

Educational Studies from Grand Canyon Uni-

versity, as well as a CDA certificate.   

She has a unique ability to teach young chil-

dren, inspiring them to do their best and 

reach their God potential.  

Mrs. Mackey got married and started a family 

over 30 years ago. A widow, she is also the 

mother to two adult children, Jamal and Jen-

na, who are both PCA alumni.  

 

 

Mrs. MaryAnn Gory, Kindergarten 

Mrs. MaryAnn Gory is a veteran educator 

who has taught Kindergarten at PCA for more 

than 30 years.  

Ms. Gory has poured into countless students 

and families, leading multiple programs 

geared to expanding children's vocabulary 

and reading ability, while also focusing on 

core subject areas that students need to mas-

ter beyond kindergarten. 

Additionally, Ms. Gory has spent hundreds of 

hours coaching other educators on best prac-

tices in early elementary education and has 

become a mentor to so many.  
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Mrs. Arlene Jordan, Kindergarten Co-

Teacher  

Mrs. Arlene Jordan is a certified teacher in 

grades 5-9. She worked at a public elemen-

tary school as a permanent substitute 

teacher and also handled pull-outs.  

She holds a BS degree in Science majoring 

in Psychology with a minor in Speech. Addi-

tionally, she earned a CDA credential and 

has experience teaching preschool. She 

feels called to share the gospel with the 

next generation.  

Mrs. Jordan is married to her husband, Dan, 

for 13 years and has two children. Her old-

est daughter is in college at Florida State 

University and the other attends 5th grade 

at PCA.  

Elementary Teachers 

 

 

Ms. Jenna Mackey, 1st Grade 

Ms. Jenna Mackey is a PCA alumnus who 

has been working at PCA since 2012 as a 

substitute teacher, aftercare teacher, co-

teacher, and summer camp counselor.   

This year she’s taking on the role as a teach-

er of a self-contained 1st grade classroom 

after she co-taught with Mrs. Perez in 1st 

grade last year.  

Ms. Mackey attended the University of 

South Florida where she received a Bache-

lor of Science degree in Health Science in 

2015.  
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Elementary Teachers 

 

Mrs. Monica Perez, 1st Grade  

Mrs. Monica Perez is entering her third year 

of teaching at PCA. She has over 10 years of 

experience in education.   

She graduated from Nova Southeastern 

University with a Masters in Diversity Edu-

cation with a Reading Endorsement, and 

also taught language arts for 10 years. 

In 2010 she married her best friend, Lionel, 

and they have two young children, both of 

whom attend PCA. She and her family 

attend Potential Church.  

 

Mrs. Melissa Perez, 2nd Grade 

Mrs. Melissa Perez has 13 years of elemen-

tary teaching experience and has been a 

teacher at PCA for the past seven years. She 

earned a degree in Elementary Education 

from Trinity International University. 

Her goal as an educator is for all of her stu-

dents to feel confident in themselves and 

have fun while learning. She also believes 

that the key to academic success happens 

through providing positive reinforcement, 

setting high expectations, and establishing a 

classroom environment where students feel 

safe to learn from any mistakes. 

Mrs. Perez has been married for 10 years 

and has two daughters, Alyssa and Ava, 

who are both PCA students.  
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Elementary Teachers 

 

Mrs. Marie Grant, 3rd Grade 

Mrs. Grant has been a teacher at PCA for 10 

years and is on her fourth year of teaching 

3rd grade at our school.  

She holds a Bachelor of Science Degree 

from the University of the West Indies and 

a Masters degree from The University of 

New Orleans. She also has a CDA certifi-

cate.  

She is married to her husband, Alan, and 

they have two children - Joshua and Lacy - 

both PCA students. Mrs. Grant loves to 

spend time teaching, and spending quality 

time with her family. She also enjoys read-

ing and listening to music.  

 

Ms. Ashley Shearer, 4th Grade 

Ms. Ashley Shearer joins PCA this year as a 

4th grade teacher. Previously, she worked in 

PCA’s Summer Camp for five years as a 

teacher, and loved the opportunity to work 

with our students and staff.  
 

Ms. Shearer graduated with a Bachelor of 

Science in Elementary Education and a con-

centration in Early Childhood from Pensaco-

la Christian College.  

She greatly enjoyed having the opportunity 

to influence children to know and love 

Christ.  
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Elementary Teachers 

 

Mrs. Jennifer Todd, 5th Grade 

Mrs. Todd is returning to PCA after having 

taught 5th grade at our school two years 

ago.  

She has been a Florida state-certified teach-
er for eight years, working with both ele-
mentary and middle school students.  

Mrs. Todd is a product of Christian school 
education and places a high value on stu-
dents’ spiritual growth, as well as their aca-
demic success and achievements.  

She has a Bachelor degree in social work 
and has also started a Master’s in American 
government and history from Ashland Uni-
versity.  

Mrs. Todd spends her time loving on her 
favorite people – her husband, Brian, and 
their three daughters: Madison, Savannah, 
and Kielee, all students at PCA. 
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Elementary Co-Curricular 

 

Mrs. Abigail McCaw, Elementary Music 

Mrs. Abigail McCaw joins PCA this year as our 

elementary music and Spanish teacher.  

Mrs. McCaw started singing at church at a very 

young age and began taking singing lessons 

when she was six years old. She discovered her 

love for teaching while teaching a children’s 

choir at a local church. She grew a strong desire 

to educate, nurture, and to simply be an exam-

ple to children. Since 2013, she has been di-

recting music with kids and leading worship.  

She graduated with a Bachelors of Arts in Inter-

disciplinary Studies from Florida Atlantic Uni-

versity and started her Master’s in Education at 

Southeastern University.  

Mrs. McCaw is passionate about raising up 

strong leaders for the next generation. Her de-

sire is to see her students have an true encoun-

ter with the Lord, especially through worship. 
 

She is married to the love of her life, Stevyn, for 

almost nine years. They have two boys: a four-

year-old and a one-year-old.  
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Elementary Teacher Assistants 

 

Mrs. Diana Muneton, Teacher Assistant 

Mrs. Diana Muneton joined PCA last year as  

an assistant preschool teacher. She has 11 

years of experience leading youth ministry 

at church for middle school, high school, 

and college students. 

She studied at DeVry University and earned 

her Bachelor degree in Business focused on 

Project Management. Mrs. Muneton 

worked in full-time ministry for nine years 

coordinating retreats, leadership acade-

mies, and church volunteers.  

Mrs. Muneton has two children, Mikayla 

and Milan, who both attend PCA. She is ex-

cited to assist elementary teachers this 

school year. 

 

 

Mrs. Cindy Burkett, Teacher Assistant 

Mrs. Cindy Burkett has a long history with 

PCA. In her current capacity, she is return-

ing to our school as a 3rd grade teacher as-

sistant.    

She was previously employed by Junior 

Achievement of South Florida as Chief Op-

erations Officer.  Ms. Burkett has a Master’s 

Degree in Elementary Education.  

She has previous elementary experience at 

PCA, as well as administrative and educa-

tional leadership. 
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Elementary Teacher Assistants 

 

Mrs. Ruth Hooper, Teacher Assistant 

Mrs. Ruth Hooper has been homeschooling her 
children for the past 19 years. She is excited to 
join the PCA team as a Teacher's Assistant for 
first grade. 

Earlier in her career, she graduated from the 
American Musical and Dramatic Academy in 
New York with a certificate in Musical Theater. 
She has done extensive work on television and 
theater and toured with the Broadway musical, 
The Wizard of Oz. She is also a dancer, choreog-
rapher and singer. 

Currently, she is serving on the Potential Church 
worship team and involved in the Dance group 
as well. Ruth is also a NASM certified health and 
fitness personal trainer, certified boxing and 
conditioning coach, and fitness group instruc-
tor. 

Recently relocating from Southern California to 
South Florida, she supports her husband Grego-
ry, who recently joined the staff of Potential 
Church as the Creative Pastor and member of 
the Executive Team. They have been married 
for 24 years and have four children and one 
granddaughter. 
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Middle School/Co-Curricular 

 

Mr. Stevyn McCaw, 7th Grade Homeroom, 

MS Bible, MS Music  

Mr. Stevyn McCaw joins PCA this year as the 
middle school Bible and music teacher. He 
earned a Bachelors degree in Music from Flori-
da Atlantic University, has a Professional Music 
Educator’s Certificate from the Florida Depart-
ment of Education, and is currently pursuing a 
Master’s degree in Biblical Studies from Liberty 
University. 

Since middle school, Mr. McCaw has felt a 
strong calling to serve the body of Christ. Over 
the past 11 years, he has worked in schools and 
church ministry, directing music, leading wor-
ship, and sharing the Word of God.  

Mr. McCaw loves to worship and engage in the-
ology, but most importantly, he is passionate 
about God’s love shining through his life and 
encouraging his students to shine bright for Je-
sus as well.  

Mr. McCaw has been married to his best friend, 

Abigail, for nine years, and they have two young 

boys, David and John. 

 

Mrs. Elisa Mallol, 6th Grade Homeroom, 

Elementary STEM, MS Science, 6th Grade 

Math 

Mrs. Elisa Mallol joined PCA last year after 

being one of our PCA parents for several 

years. She brings with her a wealth of 

knowledge teaching several subjects in 

both elementary and middle school for over  

10 years.  

Mrs. Mallol has a Masters degree in Ele-

mentary/Bilingual Education and teaching 

experience in bilingual schools, primarily in 

the Dominican Republic, where she is origi-

nally from.  

She has been married for 15 to her hus-

band, Wascar, and together they have two 

children, Johan and Eileen, both PCA stu-

dents.   
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Middle School/Co-Curricular 

 

Mrs. Zuly Alvarez, Elementary Math Enrich-

ment,    7th Grade Math, 8th Grade Math  

Mrs. Zuly Alvarez joined PCA two years ago and 

made a huge impact on her students.  

She is certified in Elementary Education and 

English 6-12, is ESOL endorsed, and has com-

pleted all the courses in Exceptional Student 

Education required by the state of Florida. She 

recently completed her Master’s in Educational 

Leadership. 

During her 20 years in education, Mrs. Alvarez 

has held many leadership roles, including 

School Advisory Council Co-Chair, Team Leader, 

Testing Coordinator, and Curriculum Resource 

Coach. 

A New Jersey native, Mrs. Alvarez has lived 

most of her life in Florida. She currently resides 

in Pembroke Pines with her husband of 24 

years and her two children, one of which is a 

PCA student.  

 

Mr. Hakim Groomes, 8th Grade Homeroom, 

Elementary PE, MS History/Civics 

Mr. Hakim Groomes joins PCA this year as our 

8th grade homeroom teacher, elementary PE 

instructor, and middle school history and civ-

ics teacher. 

Originally from Philadelphia, PA, he earned a 

BA in History from Millersville University and 

a M.Ed in Interdisciplinary Studies with a con-

centration in Exercise Science from Campbell 

University.  

He is married to Shameka and together they 

have seven children: Sa'Mya 16, Hakim Jr. 14, 

Kiyah 12, Kaleb 10, Uriah 8, Ulani 5, and Dylin 

Rose 2.  

He was the varsity Defensive Back Coach at 

Cooper City High School, and is a United 

States Army Reservist 12B.  
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Middle School/Co-Curricular 

 

Mrs. Joette Mendez, Library Media, Com-

puters & FLVS Coordinator 

Mrs. Mendez has been a teacher at PCA for 

the past nine years and has attended Poten-

tial Church for over 10 years. 

She has more than 16 years of teaching ex-

perience, and holds a Master's degree in 

Education. 

Mrs. Mendez leads our middle school stu-

dents and also teaches in the library and 

computer lab for elementary students. Ad-

ditionally, she facilitates FLVS courses. 

She has been married for 18 years and has 

two children: her son recently graduated 

from PCA and is now starting his first year 

of high school, and her daughter is a PCA 

student entering 6th grade.  

She enjoys exercising, reading, and spend-

ing time with her family. 

 

Mrs. Frances Eawaz, MS Language Arts, MS 

Drama  

Mrs. Frances Eawaz is the lead teacher for 

Middle School and has been teaching at 

PCA since 2009. She earned a degree from 

FIU in 2002, and began teaching shortly 

thereafter. She is passionate about helping 

students understand God's unique plan for 

them. 

Mrs. Eawaz thoroughly enjoys teaching lan-

guage arts and world history.  

She is married to her high school sweet-

heart and has a son, Dillon, who recently 

graduated from PCA and is now entering 

high school.   

Mrs. Eawaz enjoys traveling, reading, exer-

cising, and spending time with her family. 
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Middle School/Co-Curricular 

 

Mrs. Jennifer Diaz, Athletic Director   

Mrs. Jennifer Diaz has been PCA's athletic 

director for nine years, bringing her experi-

ence in athletics to grow our dynamic 

sports program. 

A graduate of Bryan College, she earned a 

BS degree Physical Education and Health. 

She has developed the athletic depart-

ment with elementary and middle school 

sports for girls and boys from 2nd through 

8th grade offering our students volleyball, 

flag football, cross country, basketball, soc-

cer, and track. 

Three years ago, she created the Small 

School Athletic League (SSAL) which has al-

lowed us to partner with more schools to 

help students reach their God potential.  

She is the mother of two boys. Luke is a PCA 

graduate and is now in high school. Her 

youngest son, Bobby, is an 8th grade stu-

dent at PCA. 

 

Ms. Kristena Mullins, Art  

Ms. Kristena Mullins is PCA's art teacher. 

She has been with the school for the past 

eight years and has instilled a great love of 

art to our students. Ms. Mullins has been in 

love with art since her first set of crayons 

when she was a child. 

Teaching at a small Christian school has 

been a huge blessing for her. Ms. Mullins 

has poured countless hours into her art-

work, and also plays an integral role in 

PCA's musicals (spring and Christmas) and 

art shows. 

She is also actively involved at church and 

always shares her love of Christ with others, 

particularly though prayer and Bible study 

groups.  
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Middle School/Co-Curricular 

 

Ms. Jackie Toombs, Preschool Co-

Curricular and Cafeteria Director 

Mrs. Jackie Toombs has been a teacher at 

PCA for the last eight years. She teaches 

preschool co-curriculars, including music, 

library, computers, and assists with art. Ad-

ditionally, she runs all of PCA’s cafeteria op-

erations, and handles special events. 

After school, Ms. Toombs coaches cheer-

leading under PCA’s after-school sports pro-

gram.  

She has two children, Adam and Hannah, 

who are both in college. In her spare time, 

she loves to travel and watch her son play 

in his college football games.  
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After-School Care 

 

Mrs. Tori Albano, Preschool After-School 

Care, Cafeteria    

Mrs. Tori Albano joins PCA this year as a 

preschool aftercare teacher and cafeteria 

assistant.  

She has been attending Potential Church for 

five years and is highly involved with the 

youth ministry.  

Mrs. Albano has a passion for Jesus, chil-

dren, and ministry. She’s excited to have 

the opportunity to teach children about Je-

sus. 

Both she and her husband are currently 

working with the youth ministry and pursu-

ing pastoral roles. 

 

Ms. Hannah Toombs, Preschool After-

School Care  

Ms. Hannah Toombs has worked for PCA 

for a few years, mainly as a preschool after-

care teacher. She is also the middle school 

cheerleading coach.  

Ms. Toombs earned a CDA degree and is a 

certified preschool teacher. Currently, she is 

finishing a bachelor's degree at Broward 

College, and will continue her education at 

the University of Florida to pursue a career 

in pediatric medicine.  

Her hobbies include coaching competitive 

cheerleading at the high school level, going 

to the beach, and spending time with ani-

mals.  
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After-School Care 

 

Ms. Cortney Correa 

Ms. Cortney Correa joins PCA as an after-

care teacher this year. She will be working 

with our elementary students.  

She will monitor homework time, encour-

age students to engage in reading,  and su-

pervise playtime in the playground.  

Ms. Correa also serves faithfully at Potential 

Church as a 6th grade youth squad leader.  

 

Ms. Shenerra Sawyer, Elementary After-

School Care  

Ms. Shenerra Sawyer joins PCA this year as 

an aftercare teacher. She will be working 

directly with our elementary students, help-

ing with homework, and keeping students 

engaged in afterschool learning and play-

time. 

Ms. Sawyer attends Potential Church and 

serves faithfully in the church’s finance min-

istry. She enjoys utilizing her time and tal-

ents to help enlarge the ministry.  
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